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The 6 p.m. fireworks explode over Penn's Landing and the Delaware River with the Ben Franklin Bridge in the background. The 
region’s celebration continued with later fireworks, and is culminating today with the Mummers Parade. 


Ready to Stru 


Children with autism and more 
open up with the Mummers. 


MUMMERS PARADE 


> BRACING By Samantha Melamed 
FOR COLD: STAFF WRITER 
Mummers he scene inside the vacant South Philadel- 
prepare to phia Forman Mills on Sunday afternoon 
strut in frigid was not your average Mummers practice: 
temps. B1 Teens with feather-tipped parasols chased 
one another around the echoing room, 
> DIY HAND dishing out tickles and eliciting giggles and 
WARMERS: shrieks in return. Hugs were vigorous and fre- 
Temple quent. Order was attained only grudgingly, as Lisa 
chemistry Stagliano clapped her hands and told the kids, 
professor “This is what being a Mummer is all about — 


shows how. B1 


practicing until we get a good performance.” 


But the truth is, whatever happens on Monday 


will feel like a win for Santino’s Dragons, a new 

concept for Philadelphia’s 117-year-old New Year’s 

Day parade. It’s a New Year’s association com- 
See DRAGONS on A5 


June Ruffenach (center), 15, practices with Santino’s 
Dragons, a nonprofit social club for kids with 
developmental challenges. They will march Monday 
with the Murray Comic Club. TOM GRALISH / Staff 
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PHILA. HOMICIDE RATE 


Deadliest 


year since 
2012 at 


300-plus 


Although violent crime was down, 
the opioid crisis, a shortage of 
officers, and easy access to guns 
are cited as contributing factors. 


By Chris Palmer 
STAFF WRITER 

Violent crime in Philadelphia continued to 
fall in 2017, with offenses including rape, 
robbery, and aggravated assault likely to ri- 
val the previous year’s notably low totals, 
according to preliminary police statistics. 

But for the first time since 2012, the city 
recorded more than 300 homicides — an 
uptick of nearly 15 percent and the only 
category of violent crime to substantially 
increase, the statistics show. 

Police officials and criminologists are 
hard-pressed to explain why homicides 
were up when other 


crime was down, particu- Police say 2 
larly because fewer shoot- ig 

ings were reported in districts 
rel than the year be- alone had 
ore. 

The Brennan Center about 1/4 of 
for Justice, a New York- the city’s 
based policy institute, aa 
said in a preliminary homicides, 
analysis of 2017 crime shootings in 
data that some other cit- 
ies, including Baltimore 2017. 


and Charlotte, N.C., also 

experienced higher homicide totals even as 
national levels of urban crime continue to 
decline, but analysts stopped short of offer- 
ing explanations. 

“It’s tough to point to an ironclad cause,” 
said Ames C. Grawert, counsel for the Bren- 
nan Center. 

Locally, officials point to several factors 
that could have contributed to Philadel- 
phia’s 2017 homicide spike, including the opi- 
oid epidemic, a department that had been 
several hundred officers short of what Com- 
missioner Richard Ross feels is an adequate 
staffing level, and easy access to guns. 

Let’s analyze some of those elements. 


The opioid crisis 
Two of the city’s most violent police dis- 
tricts — the 24th and 25th — intersect in 
See HOMICIDES on A3 
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From breastfeeding 
to child care, 
family-friendly 
office practices. 
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For seniors, a long 
wait for SEPTA’s 
new fare card. 


PROTESTS IN IRAN 


Tehran blocks 


social media, 
blasts Trump 


By Amir Vahdat and Jon Gambrell 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

TEHRAN, Iran — The largest protests 
to strike Iran in nearly a decade contin- 
ued unabated Sunday, despite a govern- 
ment move to block access to social me- 
dia used by activists to organize, with 
President Hassan Rouhani acknowledg- 
ing the public’s anger over the Islamic 
Republic’s flagging economy and lashing 
out at criticism from President Trump. 

Rouhani and other leaders made a 
point to warn that the government 
wouldn’t hesitate to crack down on those 
it considers lawbreakers amid the demon- 
strations, which began Thursday over 
the economic woes plaguing Iran. 

“Those who misused cyberspace and 
spread violence are absolutely known to 
us and we will definitely confront them,” 
Iranian Interior Minister Abdolreza Rah- 
mani Fazli said on state television. 

See IRAN on A7 


MEDICAL MARIJUANA REGULATIONS 


Pa. patients must choose: 
Medical marijuana or guns 


By Sam Wood 
STAFF WRITER 

The town drunk can buy firearms. So 
can someone who has been involuntarily 
placed in a mental hospital for a short stay. 
But anyone who wants to treat Crohn’s 
disease with medical marijuana is forbid- 
den from owning a gun. 

Pennsylvania is preparing to roll out a 
statewide program in early 2018 that will 
provide medicinal cannabis products to pa- 
tients suffering from 17 serious health con- 
ditions. 

But some sick people will have to make a 
difficult decision: Is taking the medicine 
worth surrendering what gun-owning advo- 
cates see as an enshrined constitutional 
right? 

“It’s hypocritical,” said lawyer Andrew 
Sacks, the co-chair of the Pennsylvania 
Bar Association’s Medical Marijuana and 
Hemp Law Committee. 

“You can be an opioid addict, or buy a 
bottle of rum, drink it and go to a store and 
buy one,” Sacks said. “But a person who is 


Theresa Nightingale, a medical marijuana 
activist in Pittsburgh, recently received her 
registration card. Federal law prohibits such 
card holders from owning a gun. ap 


registered as a medical marijuana patient 
in Pennsylvania, and has a very small dos- 
age of THC, can’t own a gun to protect 
themselves or hunt.” 

See GUNS on A2 


WEATHER 


ie 


High 20, Low 13 


AccuWeather report, D12 Business 
Tuesday 26/14 Thursday 28 |10 Comics 
Wednesday 34| 21 Friday 18 | 6 Lotteries... 
pp 48 11 AOL W p) 
7™™97910"20648'8"s 


Padi C1 Movies ..........C5 Television .....C7 
N C6 Obituaries .....B5 
D12 Opinion ........ A8 


© 2018 Philadelphia Media Network 
Home Delivery: 215-665-1234 or 1-800-222-2765 
187th Year, No. 215 | $2.25 in some locations 


To advertise with us, call 1-800-341-3413. 
For a complete list of Advertising Department 
numbers, see the “Contact Us” box on Page A2. 


